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THE WILDCAT 
Ingredients for Success at WES Experiences   

~Experiential Education or “EE” continues to provide your students with many 
experiences! The new year is coming and it will bring in a “new” look for EE.  During 
this inaugural year of EE, we are trying out different instructional models to see 
which model best fits our students and school community.  Beginning in January we 
will implement a new “specials rotation model”.  Your child will still attend an EE 
class once a week. The class will now be one hour long just like the specials of art, 
pe, library and music.  This EE block will be in addition to the specials your children 
currently receive. We are looking forward to trying out this model and comparing it to 
the 3 hour rotation block we just finished.  We will continue to seek your input so talk 
with your children about their experiences so we can continue to improve.   
  
Service 
~This has been the quarter of service at 
Wamsley!  Every grade is brainstorming 
and implementing service projects that 
impact the Rifle community, the larger 
Garfield County Community, our school 
community, and children and animals 
across the nation. Some projects include 
making chili and serving it at the soup kitchen in Glenwood, raising money for 
leukemia and saving the sea turtles, supporting the Rifle Animal Shelter by donating 
supplies and walking the dogs, making cookies for the Veteran’s home in Rifle and 
singing during delivery, and helping our environment by picking up trash around 
here and by the river in the Glenwood Canyon! The children have really taken 
“serving” seriously and are motivated and enjoying the projects they have 
developed.  Please ask them about their experiences! 
 
Expectations 
~ It is a busy time of year here at Wamsley!  It is time to do a mid year check in on 
the progress your children are making academically!  In the next 2 weeks, your 
children will be showing us what they know on iReady in math and reading as well 
as showing us how fluently they can read on Dibels.  Your children are in the 
process of goal setting for these assessments so ask them about their goals!  Also, 
any child who shows growth on iReady math and/or reading will get to make cookies 
with the Principal the last week of school before Winter Break!  
 
As We Encourage Success and continue to grow at Wamsley, we want to 
encourage you to share in every moment! Come in to visit, volunteer, and whenever you can give us your feedback! As 
always, thank you for sharing your children with us!  

Important Dates 
 

Dec. 4th 1:00pm-3:00pm 
3rd Grade Mrs. Hermiller's 
Class Trip to Rifle Animal 
Shelter 
 
Dec. 11th 1:15pm-2:45pm 
3rd Grade Ms. Beauvais' 
Class to Rifle Veteran's 
Nursing Home 
 
Dec. 12th 5:00pm-7:30pm 
Winter Wonderland & 
Concerts (see times below) 
 
Dec. 16th-19th 
PTAC Santa Shop 
 
Dec. 18th 9:00am-12:00pm 
3rd Grade Ice Skating Trip 
 
Dec. 19th 2:30pm 
Awards Assembly & Caroling 
 
Dec. 19th 3:00pm 
Classroom Parties 
 
Dec. 23rd - Jan. 3rd 
NO SCHOOL - Winter Break 
 
Jan. 6th 
WELCOME BACK -  
1st Day of School 
 
Jan. 7th 4:00pm 
PTAC Meeting 

Check out our website for all the latest information at: www.wamsleywildcats.org 
  Find us on Facebook at: Wamsley-Elementary-Wildcats 

Please call us before 8:00am if your child will be absent at: 970-665-7950 
Si desea información en español, por favor llame a la oficina. 
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Kindergarten 
Hello Kinder Families!  We had an amazing month of 

November! We have learned seven letters so far! We can 
read words with the letters c,o,g,a,s,d,l,i, and now t!! It is 
very exciting to see all your little turkeys learning to read! 
We are always working on counting in math. So, just keep 
up the great work of counting with your kinder! We finished 
up our unit about how to get along with others and how to 

solve our problems. We are ready for a great month of 
December! Thank you for helping your kinder at home and 

supporting their classroom!! 

Preschool 
Hello Wamsley Preschool families! We have wrapped 

up our buildings study, and we are now studying 
clothing. The children have been trying on different 
shoes, investigating cloth and other materials, and 

have been learning how to care for their clothing. And 
of course, we have been practicing our writing, cutting, 

and playing with play dough. Play dough is a great 
activity that helps develop fine motor skills 

necessary for proper use of scissors and pencil grasp. 
Getting those little hands moving will build up that fine 
motor strength! Please make sure you are reading the 
family newsletters that go out each and every Monday. 

There is very important information about upcoming 
events and what the children are learning that week. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Experiential Education 
EE has been focused on service learning and 

creating community service projects to better our 
community. We have students cleaning trash in 
Glenwood Canyon, cooking and serving lunch to 

those less fortunate at Feed My Sheep in Glenwood 
Springs, making boxes for dog and cat food 

donations for the Rifle Animal Shelter, raising money 
for childhood Leukemia, and baking cookies and 

singing Christmas carols for veterans at the 
Veteran’s Hospital. I have been amazed to see the 
love that is in each and every one of them. Please 

remember to think of others this holiday season and 
maybe create a community service project with your 

own family! 
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1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 
In math this month we have been revisiting the adding 

and subtracting unit. Our third grade goal is to add 
and subtract 3 digit numbers with regrouping both in 

standard form and in a word problem. Please practice 
this important skill with your student at home, in the 
car, at the grocery store, or wherever you may use 
adding and subtracting in real life. In social studies, 

we are currently working on history timelines from the 
Western Slope region, such as, miners, explorers, the 
railroad and homesteads. In writing, Ms. Peaslee has 

been doing a great job filling in for Mrs. Hermiller. 
Students will be writing essays that compare and 

contrast two ideas. At home, encourage your students to describe similarities and 
differences between two nouns, such as cats and dogs, computers and iPads, or math and writing. 

There are a lot of events coming up this month, so please keep in contact with your child's 
homeroom teachers and look in their backpacks regularly for details on events. 

During December, first graders will be researching and writing 
facts about holiday traditions in different places.  They will 

continue to focus on correct letter formation, capitalization, and 
punctuation.  In social studies, 1st graders are learning about 

jobs in our community and how businesses provide goods and 
services. For Kids Town, students will sell goods they have 
made or sell services to other first graders.  In math, we are 

back to working on addition and subtraction, although this time 
we are focusing on facts within 10. Please practice math facts 

at home. 

This month of November, we have experienced many 
exciting things! We went on an amazing field trip to 
The Food Bank of the Rookies, where the students 

helped prepare food for those in need. The 2nd-
graders also met their 5th-grade buddies! They 

interviewed and played games to get to know each 
other. In Ms. Harvey’s class, students are learning 

about data collection and representation using graphs. 
In Mrs. Rodriguez’s class, students are learning to 

research information to write an informational 
paragraph! We are looking forward to a great month 

full of new learning opportunities. Thank you!  
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4th Grade 

The fifth graders have worked extremely hard 
academically. Many of the students have shown growth 

in both Reading and in Math! The students 
have finished up their Body Systems unit in Science. 

They did an amazing job creating Human Body System 
models. In Social Studies we are working on political 
developments that led up to the American Revolution. 

In Math, the students are working on learning new 
multiplication strategies and working with fractions. 

Both fifth-grade classrooms had the opportunity to carry 
out a "service-learning project" where they made an 
entire meal and served the homeless at "Feed My 

Sheep" in Glenwood Springs. The students loved every 
second of it and were eager to ask when they could do 
something like that again! We are excited to learn more 

amazing things as we go into December. 

Hello fourth grade families! We hope that you had a 
restful Thanksgiving break. We are grateful to be back 
in our classrooms! In science, students are continuing 
their exploration of the Solar System. In math, they are 
adding and subtracting large numbers with regrouping 
and borrowing. In social studies, we are learning about 
Colorado's gold rush, and how it affected our state. In 

ELA, we are reading a variety of folk tales, and students 
will soon be writing their own legends. Students are 

also continuing to work on the service learning projects 
that they created in EE. Ask your student about the 

project that they are participating in. 

5th Grade 

Technology Tips 
Kids go crazy for YouTube. The link below provides information for parents of every 
age group to help YouTube be a productive resource for your family. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/youtube 
Parents' Ultimate Guide to YouTube: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-youtube  Sent 

from https://www.commonsensemedia.org  Common Sense is the nation's leading independent non-
profit organization dedicated to empowering kids to thrive in a world of media and technology. 

Internet Essentials from Comcast: Affordable Internet for Eligible Households. If you don't have internet 
in your home due to the monthly cost, click the link below and find out if you are eligible for Comcast's 
Internet Essentials Program: https://internetessentials.com/get-help#application&Documentsneeded2019  
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Music 
 

Art 

Hello Wamsley families! Students have began their 
unit in basketball and are working hard to master 

dribbling, shooting and passing. From Kindergarten all 
the way to 5th grade, students are working on some 
element of basketball and ball handling skills. We will 

also begin talking about the importance of staying 
hydrated in this unit. Please continue to support your 

Wildcats by encouraging them to get out side and play 
for 60 minutes a day and keep hydrated! Keep up the 

amazing work! 

Join us for the Wamsley Winter Wonderland 
concerts! Please have your child in the hallway 10 

minutes prior to their singing time! 
Thursday, December 12th 

5:15 p.m.  Preschool 
5:30 p.m.  Kindergarten 

5:45 p.m. 1st grade 
6:00 p.m.  2nd grade 
6:30 p.m.  3rd grade 
6:45 p.m.  4th grade 
7:00 p.m.  5th grade 

7:15 p.m.  Choir

P.E. 
 

Happy Holidays Wamsley Families! 
Last month in art we traveled to 

Medieval times.  5th graders created 
a castle drawing in one-point 
perspective. 4th grade made 

beautiful faux-stained glass windows 
with oil pastels and real oil!  3rd 
graders were the first to create a 

ceramic project with the new 
kiln!  They made clay gargoyles and 
painted them with crystal glaze. 2nd 
graders painted a "royal" portrait of a 

king or queen.  1st graders made a shield with their own coat-of-arms symbol. Kinder painted 
Medieval fantasy creatures; unicorns and dragons!  We are looking forward to sharing our Holiday 

art with you at Wamsley's Winter Wonderland! 
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From the Health Room… 
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Wamsley  
Winterwonderland  

When:   Thursday,   December   12 th  
5-7:30  

Wamsley   Elementary   School  
Join   us   for   a   fun   filled   evening!  

Check   out   the   craft/vendor   fair   &   take   a  
picture   with   Santa   for   $5,   while   listening   to  

your   kids   sing   in   the   gym!  
Stroll   through   the   halls   for   our   4 th    annual  

door   decorating   competition.   Vote   for   your  
favorite!  

Complimentary   cocoa,   coffee   &   cookies.  
Pizza,   popcorn   &  
water   available.  

FREE   kids   games  
&   crafts!  


